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Talented photographer, decorated 
pilot, attentive parents and 
generous neighbors are just a few 
ways to describe Dyan and Jason 

Witt. Now, they can add winery owners to 
the list. 

This past summer, Jason retired from 
a twenty-one-year career flying for the 
United States Navy. As Dyan and Jason saw 
his retirement on the horizon, the two spent 
the past couple of years brainstorming 
second careers for Jason. The top priority 
on Dyan’s list: keep him home. The top 
priority on Jason’s list (though he agreed 
with Dyan’s): no desk. While he was all for 
sleeping in his bed every night and cheering 
on his kids at all of their sporting events, 
Jason wasn’t keen on trading in a plane for 
a cubicle. 

Luckily, the two found an opportunity in 
early 2022 that combines the best of both 

neighbors will be left to reap the benefits of his efforts 
and choose from a long list of red and white wines, 
ciders and sangrias.

Dyan and Jason were primarily drawn to the building 
because they live a five-minute drive, ten-minute bike 
ride or twenty-minute walk away on Rolfe Avenue. “Our 
neighbors have all been so supportive when we tell 
them about our plans,” Dyan said. 

With it being in the heart of the Larchmont 
neighborhood, they hope the winery will serve as a 
haven for neighbors and friends. “We are definitely 
going for a family-friendly vibe,” they shared. “We want 
it to be a place where families and neighbors can roll 
up on their bikes, sit outside or inside, and the kids can 
drink a fancy soda and eat off the kids menu, while 
their parents enjoy a glass of wine and good food.”

The Witt family moved into the neighborhood ten 
years ago, following an 11-month stay in Alabama after 
a two-year assignment in Japan. But their story with 
Norfolk starts years before. It began with a connection 
in Michigan. Teaching fourth grade in an elementary 
school in Mt. Clemens, Michigan, Dyan had a fun idea 
for her students; she wanted them to write to a pen 
pal. She wasn’t sure who to connect with to make it 
happen, sending her into the principal’s office looking 
for help. Come to find out, Principal Witt had a son 
stationed in Norfolk with the United States Navy. 
She happily voluntold Jason, along with his squadron 
mates, to be the pen pals for Dyan’s class. 

When Jason visited his mom for Christmas, he stopped 
by the classroom to meet his pen pals. And Dyan. That 
Christmas, they began a whirlwind romance that held 
together primarily by being–quite appropriately–pen 
pals. 

They had planned to spend the summer together to 
get to know each other better. But, as many military 
families understand, the Navy had other plans. After 
they found out Jason was going to be deployed until 
October, he called Dyan one day. “Look,” he said. “We 
would’ve had a great summer together. So much so, by 
the end of it, I would’ve asked you to move in with me. 
By then, you would’ve missed out on finding a teaching 
job for the school year. So, why don’t you just start 
looking now?”

Though a bold proposal, Dyan agreed. She applied 
to a couple of schools in the area and received an 
offer from Granby Elementary School. While Jason 
was still deployed, she moved from Michigan into his 
apartment. “We had spent 25 days physically together 
before Jason came home from deployment,” Dyan 
said, shaking her head. By then, she had been living in 
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worlds, and they have since worked tirelessly 
to bring it to fruition. Soon, Dyan and Jason 
will open the doors to Waters Edge Winery in 
the old Taste Unlimited building on Hampton 
Boulevard, serving neighbors great wine and a 
full bistro menu. 

“Jason is following the natural progression of 
a pilot to winemaker,” Dyan jokes. Once the 
winery opens, he will be onsite daily, making 
the wine and running the show. Dyan has 
contributed her creative eye by designing the 
full interior. Though she’s hoping to return most 
of her energy to her photography business, 
she will continue to bring her creative skills to 
the table by combining her passion for food 
and wine with her photography skills to curate 
beautiful marketing content. 

The genius behind the concept of Waters Edge 
Winery lies in outsourcing the grapes. Crushed 
grapes come from all over the world, allowing 
Jason to take on the winemaking tasks. Norfolk 
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his apartment for two months. “I’d have some 
words for Ava [my daughter] if she ever tried to 
pull that.”

For the Witts, the saying, “when you know, you 
know,” seemed to be right. The next summer, 
Jason got down on one knee. After a year of 
engagement, they married. Fast-forward fifteen 
years, they aren’t just celebrating retired Navy life 
by opening a winery in the city their story began. 
They’re raising a confident, caring 13-year-old 
son, Brady, and his creative, charismatic sister, 
Ava, and they’re a dynamic team supporting 
each other and the people they love. 

Brady plays baseball for Fleet Park and wrestles 
for Norfolk Collegiate. As an eighth-grade student, 
he’ll also have the chance to join the baseball 
team in the spring. Ava is an artistic 11-year-old 
who is skilled at doing anything with her hands–
crafts, sewing, drawing–but her vocal cords and 
legs don’t fail her, either. She loves to sing and 
also enjoys running with Girls on the Run.

As a family, they spend a lot of time on the river 
boating. “It’s a great time to get the kids away 
from screens and just have fun together,” Dyan 
said. 

“We’ve also been known to have some aggressive 
ping-pong tournaments,” she shared about 

their favorite family activities. A few years back, 
they found a ping-pong table topper that fits 
perfectly on the dining room table. “Pre-Covid, 
we would have our neighbors come over for 
these tournaments. It was a whole production, 
complete with brackets and high emotions.”

The Witt’s neighbors have been instrumental in 
their life in Norfolk. Nearly every family on their 
street is a military family, which has made the 
Rolfe Avenue community extremely tight-knit. 
“Someone is always deployed, so we’re always 
helping each other out,” Dyan said.

They have a heart for being part of the greater 
Norfolk community, too. Dyan and Jason are on 
the committee board for Young Life in Norfolk. 
Dyan is the president of the Redwood Junior 
Garden Club, and she has been the contributing 
photographer for Lafayette River Friends & 
Neighbors and Friends & Neighbors of Ghent for 
the past year and a half. 

People are at the heart of everything the Witt 
family does. Being in fellowship with those they 
share a community with brings them to life. As 
they look forward to providing a space for fun 
and fellowship, they can’t wait to open their 
doors to the community they love!

www.wewnorfolk.com
@watersedgewinery_norfolk  
for Instagram and Facebook

Do You Have a Notable Neighbor?
Nominate your neighbor to be featured in 
one of our upcoming issues! Contact us at 

mhaynes@bestversionmedia.com.

Jason retired this past summer from a 21-year 
career of flying for the United States Navy.
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